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372 THE ECONOMIC BULLETIN 

The Financial History of Kansas. By J. E. Boyle. (Bulletin 
of the University of Wisconsin, No. 247. Madison, Wis., 
1908, Pp. 178. 50c.) 

This monograph is evidently one of the series of state financial 
histories being written under the auspices of the Carnegie Insti- 
tution, though it is nowhere so stated by the author. It has cer- 
tainly had a very leisurely career. Carried down to the year 1902, 
it was in 1904 presented as a doctor's thesis at the University of 
Wisconsin; four years later, in August, 1908, it issued from the 
press of that institution, and in August, 1909, it reached the 
Editor of the Economic Bulletin for purposes of review. 

The volume contains a rather brief and sketchy review of Kan- 
sas finances, both state and local. In describing the latter the 
author applies the term " municipality" to all units of local govern- 
ment, whether county, township, school district, or city, though 
it is difficult to understand the occasion for this peculiar and arbi- 
trary usage. The aim of the work, as stated in the preface, is 
"to report and explain facts," but only three pages later the 
author so far forsakes this objective attitude as to insist that "the 
one purpose of this history [is] to show" that "if justice ever 
existed in Kansas' scheme of taxation, time and change have 
wrought sad havoc with it. " It must be said, however, that a full 
presentation of the facts make intelligible his impatience with the 
unscientific system of taxation, the financial experiments and 
debts. But, in spite of defects, the conclusion is reached that 
"the finances of Kansas have been administered with virtuous 
honesty," and that "the outlook is not bad." As so often in our 
state tax systems, the path of immediate reform is blocked by 
antiquated constitutional provisions and by the inertia of voters 
and legislatures. The volume is provided with statistical appen- 
dices and an index. 

E. L. Bogart. 
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